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March 4, 2020 

 

Dear Hebron Families:  

 

This is a follow-up to our communication on January 31st regarding the coronavirus. Hebron Public Schools continues to 

work closely with local and state health officials to monitor the quickly evolving coronavirus outbreak (named “COVID-

19”), which was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China, and has expanded internationally.  Most recently, 

we met with Mr. Russell Melmed, Director of Health for the Chatham Health Office to further discuss this matter. The 

purpose of this correspondence is to provide resources and relevant information pertaining to the coronavirus. The 

Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) recommends following the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) guidance, which can be found here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.  

 

We agree with DPH that education is vital in our efforts to reduce the spread of illness. As we remain vigilant on the 

matter, we wish to share with you the following resources:  

 

Connecticut State Department of Public Health: 

 https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Public-Health-Preparedness/Main-Page/2019-Novel-Coronavirus  

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website providing general prevention information:  

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention-treatment.html 

 

SAMHSA resource for speaking to children during an infectious disease outbreak: 

 https://store.samhsa.gov/system/files/sma14-4886.pdf 
 

 

Across our two schools, we continue to implement a daily preventative approach to reduce the likelihood of contracting 

and/or spreading illness.  Both of our schools continue to maintain their regular schedule of cleaning, disinfecting, and 

sanitizing our buildings, which involves focused attention on all high touch areas around our buildings (e.g., desks, 

countertops, doorknobs, keyboards, phones, sinks, and bathroom surfaces).  We have enhanced these efforts across our 

buildings and have been in contact with our transportation company to monitor the ongoing cleaning/sanitizing practices 

used on busses. 

 

The health and well-being of our students and staff is of the highest priority to us. Hebron Public Schools continues to 

follow all instructions, guidance, and recommendations received from town officials, state officials, the Connecticut State 

Department of Health and the Connecticut State Department of Education.  
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We are putting plans in place to prepare for an extended school closure if this were necessary. Our teachers will be 

preparing materials during their Professional Development Day next Friday March 13th. These activities will be made 

available electronically through school messenger. These plans will include general daily activities and tasks that will be 

developmentally appropriate for the grade level. In the event of an extended school closure, we would follow Department 

of Public Health and Connecticut State Department of Education guidance to provide as much in-home support as 

possible.  

 

If you have questions, please contact your school nurse or healthcare provider.  The number for Gilead Hill School is 860-

228-4933. The number for Hebron Elementary School is 860-228-8420.  

 

You may also reach out to our principals or to me. We will continue to keep you updated on any further developments.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas J. Baird, Ed.D 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

Cc:       Donald E. Briere, Ph.D, Director of Educational Services 

Katie Uriano, Principal, Gilead Hill School 

        Michael Larkin, Principal, Hebron Elementary School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


